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and the vessels not having recovered their nsnal lone,) the surface of the bodv i» 
easdv chilled, particularly if exposed for any length of time; the blood ciicu 
culatmg there is thus thrown npon the internal organs in unusual quantity and 
those, whose action is vicarious with that of the skin, are generally found t„ 
sutler most The kidney is therefore the organ first to suffer. If the application 
o! cold to the surface ol the body is only moderate, its action is merely increased- 
but u the cold has been applied for a longer period of time, and the secretion 
lrom t ie cutaneous surface is materially diminished, from too great action bein- 
excited in the kidney, in its weakened state, its action becomes disordered and 
disease is the result. That such is actually the case, several recorded dissec- 
tions ol persons who have died from this disease have proved: and the success <>t 
the practice, which I was led to adopt, fully justified me in the views I had taken 
of its nature and origin. 

In all cases, excepting in the very mildest, I bled to a greater or less extent in 
proportion to the severity of the symptoms, and the relief experienced from it 
Wherever it was practicable, or the parents would allow it, bloud-lcttin^ from 
a \ein in the arm was preferred, because the svraptoms were much sooner re- 
leved by such a practice, and more effectually,'than when leeches were applied 
to the loins or other parts of the body. When, however, this was impracticable 
or where the child was tinder twoyears of age, leeches were used, but always in 
such numbers as to cut short the disease as soon as possible, and not trust to thy 
removal of the requisite quantity of blood bv subsequent fomentations; thoirh 
these were also occasionally employed. In all the severe cases, the safest and most 
certain mode ol relieving all the urgent symptoms, was to earn- the blood-lcttixi" 

to such an extent as to produce a marked" action on the pulse. With regard to 

the quantity ol blood drawn, 1 have frequently bled to the extent of twelve 
ounces, and in one severe case no less than eighteen ounces were withdrawn 
with the most manifest advantage. I usually followed the bleeding by small 
doses °1 nntimoninl wine, with the liquor acclalis ammonia, and where tiie urine 
had been entirely suppressed, a large hoi bran poultice applied to the lumbar 
region. In the milder cases, brisk purging, with antimonials, and the li»««r 
acclalis ammonia with the warm bath, relieved all the symptoms. In all ca> - 
the warm bath was of the utmost advantage. 

Of fifteen eases in which dropsical sequela occurred, only one died This was 
a boy aj years of age, in whom the parents would not allow bleeding, either 
lrom the arm, or by leeches to the lumbar region. Solution of tartar emetic with 
the liquor acclalis ammonia , purgatives of jalap and calomel, the warm bath, and 
a bran poultice to the lumbar region, were all applied in vain; for delirium fol- 
lowed by coma rapidly supervened, and he died forty-eight hours after being 
Unst noticed to complain. He had had a very mild attack of the scarlet fever 
without efflorescence three weeks before, had been chilled from exposure forsemre 
hours to a cold frosty wind on the Mth of November, and died on the evening, t 
the Ibtli. ISo inspection was allowed. 

The blood when drawn from the arm in these cases usually presented a small 
proportion of crossamentum to serum: was mure or less buffed, and occasionally 
capped. In two cases, which had followed rather severe attacks of the angini"- 
variety where the peculiar papular appearance of the eruption was distinctly 
marked, the serum was milky, and when treated with ether gave a considerate 
quantity ot tatty or oleaginous matter.— Ibid. 


21. Oh a troublesome purulent discharge from the internal car, a sequela of scar!,- 
turn by J. Staiix, M.D.—This affection was remarked to be more liable to come on 
in children ot a scrofulous habit of body, and in theanginose variety of scarlatina, 
in general it began with slight deafness in one or both ears, a few days after the 
ehthl first began to complain, and whilst the efflorescence was still visible. It was 
chiefly observed in that form where the affection of the throat was one of the most 
prominent symptoms of the disease, and appeared to be caused bv the inflammation 
extending along the Eustachian tube to the internal car. If noticed early, whilst 
in this stage, a few leeches behind and aronnd the ear, and a large emollient 
poultice applied externally, with strict attention to the throat and the due evacu¬ 
ation ot the bowels, prevented all unpleasant symptoms, and it rarely went fur¬ 
ther; but where only one ear was affected, and the patient so young as not to be 
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able to give a distinct account of his feelings, it was apt to be overlooked till tl„. 

1!-T ln ? had = iven wa )’. anri a quantity of purulent S1?, If 
charged, tven then the greatest advantage was derived from the application of 
leeches, followed hv emollient poultices, frequent syringing of the eifr will Tnh 
milk . 111(1 water, and attention to the general system. Under such treatment die 
discharge ceased, and the hearing was restored Where the discIn,™,, 
ed to continue under the use of a blister behind the ear it ^ualfv ccSed In all 
‘ hUS raV ° UraW >- 1 found the membrtme'of 

the cfllor^r^had snddUlf^ec^^^d e r L“m na ^“ 

sr*.;’dm, dini^ile^'e'",: 1 tz l 'St cousl i 

light; the abdomen tender to the touch: and lie was Ivin- on his imek Itmk in 
bed and Ins legs drawn up. lie was bled to ah mt twe?™ounce‘ •hici, r use 

bod) .though not ten bright, and continued out for a few days when ii was f d 
lowed by desquamation. The fauces were slightly ulcerated ’hut ranMlv lmaled 
under the use ol nutate of silver. On the 2dtS he complained of slight deafness 

tan Sice"'' asIH, uh h m,r r ‘“r 1 ’ 1>li, d l ru " ml ,hc 7 r ’ 'ollowed'by an‘mol- 
; . (.A 1 :!'' . — lil 'Chaige Ut purulent matter, however appeared a few 

injectkms. “ ,bc rishl ear ' but Squally abated under’ the use of tepid 

1 had ceased attending for upwards of a fortnight, when, on the l?ih of De 

eonsisiing of one gia'iil of'sulphite of zinc iom,enounce \raier we'recmpkyed’ 

sWelHn-oVthTS. ,la .'; ct ’ t,vc { ed ^appetite, and by the illh December''the 
' 7s n ,V »- r' lan ‘I s , 01 lIu ‘ was must cntirelv prone. 

*? l IJcceinber. a chantre for the wofee'had taken place The child 
was restless. and tossing about in bed. The heal of the surface was much it - 
creased, and pain ol the head was complained of. The discharge from the ear 
A do-e of calomel ami jalap was administered; a few leeches were 
dmeftChra! oMh' “"‘ I,c "’ 3 . s <»thcd (n the evening. These measures re- 
asleep. 1 ' U,e P ukc became nearly natural, and he fell 

Ahom three o’clock on the morning of the 26th, I was called to see the child 
Tlw r' 1 ? ;mackc,l ,.' v a severe shivering f„. with acme pain in the hen,!’ 

he iujIsl had risen to 1.10, was sharp, and rather hard. The eves were rolling 
the surface i’r'i!” y ere icontrncicd, and the countenance was anxious. Thou-h 

onmhined of ell n, TI "T lu "' - m ,hc "cre cold, and the child 

nnle 'rn d ' 1 llc r< *P>n>tton was burned, but there was no unnatural 

shake tlmheiUin wldch'he Vay” “ ll ' C aDd ‘ he rigor was so severe L"“! 

tlu“h°ltTf 0 ™eliln'r™'; CrC 0rderc “ 1 - Soon after ,hls hc m iala a W 

and^t'hepiqiil contracted freelyf 111 ' 1111 ‘° ,0 °' anJ " Soft ' The ^ ™ 

Ples’and “d chubs’ .Krif"’ ^ ^ ' CCChes WCrC 10 lhe '™' 

the^^vas a fwid an u lle . ,iad -^veial slight rigors. The pulse was weak; 
G ,e r, 5 hl car, with occasionally a few clots of 

. purgatives, antimonals, and cold to the head were continued. 

•i£>* 


510 


QUARTERLY PERISCOPE. 


Jan. 1st,.1836. A copious discharge of bloody fetid purulent matter took place 
lrom the right car. The pupils were contracted; the pulse 100, very weak- the 
bowels were open; and the surface was cool; but he had passed a restless ni"ht 
At midnight I was again called, as immediate death was apprehended from pro- 
luse hemorrhage. The blood I found flowing from the right car, right nostril 
and mouth; and it was occasionally brought up from the stomach by vomitin-' 
This had, however, evidently been swallowed,—one clot having the form of the 
gullet, as if it had coagulated there. The blood thus discharged was mixed with 
shreds ot lymph and purulent matter. It was dark, and evidently flowed from 
the internal ear, having found an exit both hy the external ear, and downwards 
by the Eustachian lube. He lost at this time from six to eight ounces but the 
quantity could not be accurately ascertained. By this hemorrhage the pulse was 
rendered very weak and compressible. The temporal arteries, however were 
beating strongly, and the head was hot to the touch, though the rest of the both- 
was coo! and moist. The child soon afterwards fell .asleep, and slept till noon ill 
the 2nd. The bleeding recurred at intervals during the night of the 2nd and 
he died early on the morning of the 3d. ’ 

The body was inspected in the presence of Drs. Craigie anil Home, thirty-six 
hours af ter death. It had an exsanguine blanched appearance. ' The muscles of 
the head and neck were bloodless, as were also the vessels which were divided 
1 he scull-cap was in some points as thin as paper. The brain presented an un¬ 
usual fulness, bulging upwards and over the edge of the skull in a remarkable de¬ 
gree. No unusual vascularity was observed on its surface. A considerable 
quantity of fluid was found effused beneath the membranes, over the whole stir- 
face of tne brain. The substance of the brain itself was much softer than natuml 
and was distinctly eedanalous. The ventricles were much softened, and distended 
with a clear serous fluid. 


When removed from the skull, and placed with the base upwards, it was ob¬ 
served that the lower portion of the posterior lobe of the right hemisphere of the 
cerebrum was unusally vascular, and much firmer than the rest of the brain The 
upper posterior portion of tile right hemisphere of the cerebellum presented the 
same appearance. The cineritious parts of the brain at these affected portions 
had a very peculiar greenish hue, and exhaled a strong gangrenous odour. The 
white substance of these parts was little altered in colour. The brain round the-e 
firmer portions was preternaturally soft, almost pultaceous. 

Upon inspecting the base of the skull in contact with those altered portions of 
the brain, that is, the situation of the right lateral sinus, unusual vascularity and 
thickemng of the dura mater, with effusion of lymph, were found, extending from 
the Torcular along the whole lateral sinus of the right side. These parts were 
also considerably discoloured, and exhaled a gangrenous odour. On slitting open 
the lateral sinus, its coats were found much thickened, with interstitial deposits 
ot recent lymph. The internal coat of the sinus was covered with an irre-ulnr 
recent deposit of lymph, was much softened in its texture, and easilv scratched off 
A quantity orbloody purulent matter filled the sinus. The alteration of texturedid 
not extend further back than the Torcular Ucrophili. at which point the sinus wa- 
blocked up by a firm coagulum. 

Where the lateral sinus passes through the foramen laccrum, the same disor¬ 
ganization was observed; a greater quantity of lymph had, however, been thrown 
out here. Similar morbid appearances extended about three inches down the in¬ 
ternal jugular vein, where they stopped abruptlv, the diameter of the canal bein; 
Uiere closed by another adherent coagulum. 

The internal ear was completely destroyed, the whole parts being in a stale of 
ulceration and suppuration; the walls, however, were not carious. No opening 
into the jugular vein could be detected which could account for the blcedm- mi 
that there seems every reason to believe, that it must have resembled those lix- 
morrhages which are observed from other mucous surfaces in states of disease. 

1 he bones of the ear had been previously discharged. The membrane of the 
tympanum was completely destroyed. The" Eustachian tube was highly inflamed, 
but pervious.— Ibid. 3 


a Peculiar rheumatic affection ol the joints succeeding the disappearance 
of the efflorescence of scarlet fever. Dr. James Stauk met during the prevalence 
of the epidemic scarlet fever at Edinburgh, described in a preceding article, with 



